1 Yard Magic Bags by caroline Fairbanks-Critchfield

LECIEN @ 1 Yard Magic To sew 2 Zippered Tote Bags from 1 Yard of Fabric
FrESrYse e e _ (& 1 yard of lining fabric) you will need:

Cutting:

In order to cut 2 very large tote bag exterior
pieces and 2 smaller tote bag exterior pieces

from one yard of 40" wide fabric, you'll need to

make a pattern piece for the larger bag.

1 yard of exterior fabric (mine was Lecre
cotton/linen blend home decor weight fabric from
Lecien) that's at least 40" wide

1 yard of lining fabric (I used Lecre cotton/linen
blend for the lining too, but you could also use quilt
weight cotton), also at least 40" wide

2 zippers, one at least 27" long and one at least 21"
long

2 yards of fusible fleece for the exterior pieces
(used HeatnBond)

2 yards of medium weight woven interfacing for the
lining pieces (I used Pellon SF101)

a fabric marking pen

For all 4 handles, you will also need:

3/4 yard fabric (I used Essex Linen)

o 1 yard fusible fleece
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1. Using a large piece of craft paper or tissue
paper, cut a 23" x 19" rectangle. Then measure
and cut 3" squares from the bottom corners.

2. Using the pattern piece you made for the
larger bag and referring to the cutting layout (3
photos up), cut 2 exterior pieces and 2 lining
pieces.

3. From the remaining fabric pieces, cut 13" x 17" rectangles for the smaller tote. You'll
need 2 exterior and 2 lining. Then cut 2" squares from the bottom corners. The rest of this
sewing tutorial shows how to make the larger bag - just follow the same steps to make the
smaller bag.
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4. Cut pieces of fusible fleece to match thebag ...
exterior and medium weight woven interfacing =
to match the lining pieces. Fuse them to the
wrong sides of these pieces.

Note: If you don't want a zipper closure on this
bag, you can add a magnetic snap instead right
now. Just install the snap pieces 1 1/2" from the
top edges of the lining pieces (centered). Then
finish the tote in the same way as my Sweet

Quilted Tote.
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How to Attach the Zipper:

1. Lay the zipper along the top edge of a bag
exterior piece (right side down) and pin it in
place.

2. Place the top (opening edge) of the zipper on
the left side with the zipper teeth about 3/4" away
from the edge.

3. Use the fabric pen to make a mark at the end
of the zipper 1" away from the right edge.

My zipper was really super long, but that's ok. :)

4. Attach the zipper foot to your sewing machine
if necessary to sew a 1/4" seam. Baste the zipper
to the top of the exterior piece with a 1/4" seam
allowance. As you approach the right side of the
piece, curve the zipper downward so that it is not
sewn to the top of the bag starting at the mark
that you made 1" from the end of the bag.

5. Pin the end of the zipper down, away from the
top seam.

Then pin a lining piece on top.
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edge with the zipper sandwiched in between

6. Stitch the lining to the exterior along the top F
(1/4" seam allowance).

You should not catch the zipper in the seam for
the last inch, since it is pinned out of the way.

7. Place the exterior and lining wrong sides
together. Press them away from the zipper.
Topstitch on the exterior, 1/8" away from the
edge.
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8. Place the top edge of the zipper against the
top edge of the other bag exterior piece., right
sides together. Pin. Baste in place, starting 1"
from the edge (at the same place where the
zipper curves away).

9. Place the remaining lining piece on top (the
lining pieces will be right sides together at this
point), and pin along the top edge. Make sure to
pin the longer end of the zipper away, out of the
seam.

10. Stitch along the top edge with a 1/4" seam
allowance.

11. Place this exterior and lining wrong sides
together and press them away from the zipper.
Topstitch 1/8" from the edge.

How to Finish Sewing the Tote:

1. Open the zipper half way. Place the exterior
pieces right sides together and the lining pieces
right sides together with the zipper down the
middle. Pin all around the tote (except the cut-
outs at the corners). Push the end of the zipper
inside so you don't catch it in the seam.

2. Using a 1/2" seam allowance, sew the 4
straight edges. (not the corner cut-outs). Leave a
5" opening at the bottom of the lining.
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3. Box the corners by placing the side and
bottom seams together. Stitch with a 1/2" seam
allowance.

4. Turn the bag right side out through the
opening in the lining. Press the edges to the
inside at the opening, and sew the opening shut.

5. Stuff the lining inside the bag and zip it
closed.

6. Use old scissors to cut off the end of the
zipper about 4" from the edge of the bag.
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7. Measure how wide the end of the zipper is. They are usually 1" wide. Cut a piece of fabric that
is 3" long by twice the width of the zipper.

8. Press the long edges of the fabric to the center. Then press the ends over 1/2". Fold it in half
and press.

9. Fold the tab over the end of the zipper and
pin.

10. Sew around the tab 1/8" from the edge. If
you used a metal zipper like me, take care to go
slowly and not break your needle on the zipper
teeth.

Your tote is almost done!

Next, learn how to make the pretty Japanese-
style handles .
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And now let's sew the handles! This tutorial will share how to make two different lengths of
handles for medium or large sized totes.

To make 2 handles (either length) you will
need:

e 1/2 yard fabric (I used Essex Linen from
Robert Kaufman)

o 1yard fusible fleece (such as HeatnBond
fusible fleece)
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Cutting:
1. From the handle fabric, cut:

e 4 strips 2 1/2" wide x 30" long - if you are making the longer handles
e 4 strips 2 1/2" wide x 23" long - if you are making the shorter handles

2. From the fusible fleece, cut 2 strips the same length and width as the handle pieces.

3. Fuse the fusible fleece to 2 of the strips. The other 2 strips will not have stabilizer.
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Sewing the tote handle:

|

1. Pin 1 fabric strip with fusible fleece and 1
strip without fusible fleece right sides together.
Sew around all edges with a 1/4" seam
allowance, leaving an opening about 4" long.
Clip the corners. | N
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2. Turn the handle right side out and press it |
flat. Press the edges at the opening to the inside. b= 1

2. Pinch the handle to fold it in half down the
middle, tucking any loose fabric inside. Start
pinning 3" from one end for the shorter handles,
or 4" from one end for the longer handles. Pin
along the whole strap, placing pins to mark3" or
4" from both ends.
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3. Starting at the pin that is 3" or 4" from one
end, sew the handle together about 1/4" from the
edge.

Finish sewing at the pin that marks 3" or 4"
from the other end. Make sure to backstitch at
the start and end.

Repeat steps 1-4 for the other handle.

4. Decide where to attach your handles to the
bag. On my smaller bag, | sewed the handles 3"
down and 3" away from the side edge. On the
larger tote bag (the one shown above), | attached
my handles 4" down and 4" away from the side
edge. Pin one handle in place.
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5. Open the bag so you can sew the handle on
without catching the other side. Carefully stitch
around each handle end to secure it. Backstitch a
few times at the start and stop to make sure the
handle is secure.

Sew the other handle on and you're done!

These handles would also look great on my
Sweet Quilted Tote, QAYG Tote with Pom-
Poms, Rope Handled Tote, or Sew Busy
Teacher Totes. Just skip the handle or strap instructions in the tutorial and add these handles at
the end.
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